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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

The present Office practice is to insist that each claim must be the object of a 
sentence starting with "I (or we) claim," "The invention claimed is" (or the equivalent). 
See MPEP section 608.01 (m). Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. In particular, the limitation of "metal sheet formed" 
housing parts is indefinite. It is not clear what the limitation means or requires. For the 
purposes of analysis, it is assumed that the limitation means that the housing part is 
stamped or drawn using sheet metal (as opposed to cast or milled). 

Regarding claims 7, "said connecting means" lacks antecedent basis and is 
confusing and unclear. Regarding claim 8, "said reception means" lacks antecedent 
basis and is confusing and unclear. The limitations of claims 7, 8, 9, and 1 1 are given 
little weight. 

Regarding claim 21, it is unclear whether applicant is claiming only the metal 
sheet housing part or the metal sheet part and the die cast part. For purposes of 
analysis, it is assumed only the metal sheet part is claimed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 and 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in — 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national 
application published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United 
States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a); 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1, 2, 4-8, 12-14, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kramer et al. ("Kramer") in view of Davis et al. ("Davis"). Kramer 
discloses a cable connector comprising a housing having a (implicit) die-cast base (one 
shell 25) substantially extending between a front side and a rear side of said connector 
including a die-cast first housing part (second shell 25) mounted to said die-cast base 
such that said die-cast first housing part and a first portion of said die-cast base 
determine a first cable connector portion at said rear side; a metal sheet formed second 



• 
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housing part 8 mounted to said die-cast base such that said metal sheet formed second 
housing part and a second portion of said die-cast base determine a second cable 
connector portion at said front side. To the extent that Kramer does not state 
specifically that the shells 25 are die cast and the shield 8 is "metal sheet formed," 
Kramer states that typically the shell members are stamped and formed or cast metal 
(Col. 1, line 19). Davis discloses a connector with a drawn (metal sheet formed) shell 
28 and a die case housing 26. At the time of thelnvention, it would have been obvious 
to cast the Kramer outer shielding shell 25 and draw/stamp ("metal sheet form") the 
Kramer thin shield member 8. The method of making the Kramer parts is implicit given 
how the connector is shown in the drawings. Furthermore, the suggestion or motivation 
for doing so would have been to simplify manufacturing of the parts, as is taught 
implicitly in Davis (and as is well known in the art), which teaches drawing the thin sheet 
parts and casting the thick complex parts which cannot be formed by drawing sheet 
metal. 

Per claim 2, said die-cast first housing part is a modular first housing part and said first 
cable connector portion comprises a ferrule holder portion (i.e. a portion capable of 
holding a ferrule). 

Per claim 4 said metal sheet formed second housing part is a modular second housing 
part and said second portion of said die-cast base comprises a receiving structure for 
said second housing part. 

Regarding claim 5, to the extent that particular dimensions are not stated in the prior art, 
at the time of the invention, workable dimensions of the connector (including wall 
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thicknesses) would have been a matter of routine experimentation. In re Antonie . 559 
F.2d 618 (CCPA 1977). Variations in the distance would have been obvious minor 
adjustments without patentable significance. See In re Aller . 105 USPQ 233 (CCPA 
1955)(Where general conditions of the claim are disclosed in the prior art, it is not 
inventive to discover optimal or workable ranges by routine experimentation). 
Per claim 6, said second cable connector portion comprises an opening (defined by 
shield 8) at said front side and connecting means (10, 16, 14) located within said 
second cable connector portion with respect to at least one edge determining said 
opening. 

Per claims 7, said second portion of said die cast base comprises a wire management 
portion (56) and a connecting means portion with reception means (32). 
Per claims 8, the connecting means including blocks 16 and protrusions 14. 
Per claim 12 said die-cast base comprises one or more ridges (see attachment). 
Per claim 13 said ridges are located in at least a part of said second portion of said die- 
cast base extending in an axial direction of said cable connector. 
Per claim 14 said part of said second portion of said die-cast base is a wire 
management portion. 

Per claim 16, said metal sheet formed second housing part comprises one or more 
protrusions (10) for mounting said metal sheet formed second housing part to said die- 
cast first housing part. 
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Claims 21-24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Van Woensel et 
al. ("Van Woensel"). Per claims 21-24, Van Woensel discloses a metal sheet housing 
part as claimed (see attachment). 

. Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 3, 9, 10, 1 1 , 17, and 18-20 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome 
the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and 
to include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
The prior art does not suggest the device as claimed, including the combination of all 
the claimed elements, the combination including (c.3) a shaft outwardly protruding from 
said first cable connector portion, (c.9) one or more wafers associated with said 
connecting blocks, said wafers comprising holes to cooperate with said protrusions 
and/or said reception means, (c.10) one or more wafers, said wafers comprising a 
plurality of signal tracks and/or ground tracks for termination of cable wires, (c.15) one 
or more protrusions extending from said ridge in a direction substantially perpendicular 
to said axial direction, (c.17) said metal sheet formed second housing part comprises 
spring contacts adapted to be received by said first portion of said die-cast base. 
Regarding claim 18, the prior art does not suggest the method as claimed, including the 
combination of all the claimed elements and steps, the combination including the cable 
having a cable ferrule. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Ross Gushi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2005. If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley, can be reached at 571-272-2800 extension 33. The 
phone number for the Group's facsimile is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

t 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





